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The respect he showed her, and the distance she kept him at, permitted him not to use any loose expressions that might give her any light into his principles ; and, as he afterwards confessed, he found her so nice in things of that kind, that the least dislocated word would have given her an offence ; and therefore he kept upon his guard a great while, till at length, when they became more intimate, he abated his usual caution.
By this time, as she confessed to her sister, she did not only like him, but really loved him ; and having nothing to object against him, had given him reason to see, that she designed to have him; but she was under a great concern how to know what he was as to religion; and terribly afraid lest she should give her affection such a loose, that though she should be deceived in the main point, she should not be able to master herself so much as to go back. As she was musing very seriously upon this one morning in her chamber, her eldest sister came in to her, and began the following discourse with her.]
Eld. Sist. Sister ! How stands the world with you now ?
Yo. Sist. Never worse, sister. If you do not help me, I am undone.
Eld. Sist. What's the matter ?
Yo. Sist. Why, if I have this man, I shall be the misearablest creature alive.
Eld. Sist. How so ?
Yo.Sist. O ! there's nothing of religion in him.
Eld. Sist. Are you sure there is not ?
Yo. Sist. No, I am not sure; but we have conversed this month now, and I never heard one word about it come out of his mouth; and if I speak a word, he turns it off, and does it so cleverly, that I can't put in another word for my life.